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Calendar for July

Thurs 2nd

Fri 3rd

Sat 4th
Sun 5th

Tues 7th
Weds 8th

Sat | Ith

Sun 12th

Tues [4th

Sun 19th

Weds 22nd

Thurs 23rd
Fri 25th

Sun 26th

Mon 27th —Thurs 30th

10.00 am  Guild of St. Raphael Meeting
11.00 am  Eucharist with Ministry of Healing
Thomas, Apostle

11.00am  Holy Eucharist

2.30 pm Wedding

Trinity 4 (Pentecost 5)

8.00 am Holy Eucharist

10.30 am  Sung Eucharist with Confirmation
Celebrant & Preacher: Bishop Andrew

6.00 pm Bishop’s Visitation (Cathedral)

7.30 pm Compline by Candlelight (St.Tudnos)

1'1.00 am  Opening of extension to Hall of Ysgol San Sior by
Bishop Andrew

Benedict, Abbot

Friends of St.Tudno’s Church visit to Ynys Seiriol
(Puffin Island) & Penmon

Trinity 5 (Pentecost 6) Sea Sunday
Services at normal times

10.30 am  Morning Worship for Sea Sunday

10.00 am  Julian Meditation Group — Stella Maris

7.00 pm Concelebrated Eucharist at St.Tudno’s for mem-
bers of the Society of Catholic Priests (St Asaph &
Bangor Diocesan Chapters) — all welcome

Trinity 6 (Pentecost 7)
Services at normal times
Mary Magdalene

9.00 am Holy Eucharist

11.00am  Holy Eucharist

7.30 pm Friends of St.Tudno’s Church Committee meeting
James,Apostle

[1.00am  Yr Offeren

Trinity 7 (Pentecost 8)
Services at normal times
Fr John at Walsingham (North Wales Pilgrimage)
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Attendance Figures for May

Friday |st [1.00 am Holy Eucharist
Phillip & James, Apostles
Other Weekday Eucharists

Sunday 3rd 8.00 am Holy Eucharist

Easter 4° 10.30 am Sung Eucharist
5.00 pm Evensong

Saturday 9th 6.00 pm Choral Evensong

5

6

18
15
6
87

(Celebration of Norman Rimmer’s 20 Years Service as Organist)

Total of other Weekday Eucharists

Sunday 10th 8.00 am Holy Eucharist
Easter 5 10.30 am Choral Matins
Shortened Eucharist

5.00 pm Evensong

Total of other VWeekday Eucharists
Sunday 17th 8.00 am Holy Eucharist
Easter 6 9.45 am RMPA Service

[1.00 am Sung Eucharist

5.00 pm Evensong

6.00 pm Exploring Worship
Thursday 21st [1.00 pm Holy Eucharist
Ascension Day 7.30 pm Holy Eucharist

Total of other Weekday Eucharists
Sunday 24th 8.00 am Holy Eucharist
Easter 7 10.30 am Sung Eucharist

5.00 pm Evensong

Total of other Weekday Eucharists
Sunday 31Ist 8.00 am Holy Eucharist
Pentecost 10.30 am Sung Eucharist
’ 5.00 pm Evensong

23

I5
88
22
I
34

25
180
72
6
30
29
6

8

18
88

7
23

19
83
6




From the Parish Registers

Holy Baptism
May 10th: Matthew Adam Bell

May 31st: Samuel Christopher Hughes

Holy Matrimony
May 16th: Mark Howard Lidgett to Marie Ann Bugler

May 21st: Mark Jeffrey Pavey to Alana Kirsten Tyson

The Departed

May 7th: May Catherine Ellen Murphy (86)
of Plas Isaf, LLanerch Road West, Colwyn Bay
(Cremation at Colwyn Bay)

May 13th: Barbara Muriel Helen Seda (90)
of St. Seiriol’s Road, Llandudno
(Cremation at Colwyn Bay)

May 13th: Evan Trevor Lewis (87)
of Bryn Hyfryd Park, Conwy
(Cremation at Colwyn Bay)

May 18th: Margaret Jane Griffiths (84)
of Bryniau Road, Llandudno
(Service at Holy Trinity followed by Cremation at Colwyn Bay)

May 27th: Arthur Woodings Doherty (91)
of Garth Court, Abbey Road, Llandudno
(Cremation at Colwyn Bay)
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Veronica

The spiked speedwell (Veronica spicata)
is a rare British wildflower but can be
found flowering on the Great Orme in
July. The spikes of blight blue flowers
may be seen in some of the dry grassy

Spiked speedwell.
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Common field or Persian speedwell.

areas and at first glance the plant bears
little resemblance to the low growing
speedwell species commonly found in
lawns (V. persica).

However, all the speedwell species bear
very delicate flowers in which the four
blue petals are joined together. Culti-
vated forms of the spiked speedwell
are available for the gardener but do
look out for the beautiful wild version
if you're walking on the Great Orme or
similar limestone outcrops, such as the
Little Orme or Nant y Gamar.

Christine Jones



Great Hymns — Abide with me

| was at a funeral recently and the only
hymn featured was ‘Abide with me’.
‘Appropriate,’ | thought ‘but not really
my cup of tea! However, when the
officiating priest mentioned that the
deceased and the author of the hymn,
Henry Francis Lyte, had both attended
the Portora Royal School at Enniskillen,
it made perfect sense and a re-appraisal
was required.VVhat transpires is a story
of a life of cruel abandonment, generos-
ity, celebrity, and steadfast faith.

‘Abide with me’ is perhaps one of
the best-known hymns in the English
language. It is used by virtually all de-
nominations and, famously, it is sung
before every FA cup final. How did that
come about?

The Lytes were from Somerset, Wil-
liam le Lyt having taken residence at
Lytes Cary Manor near Somerton in
1286. Changing fortunes found Henry
Francis’ father, Thomas Mohan Lyte,
the youngest of a large family, living
in Bath. Thomas bought a commission
in the army (some accounts say the
Royal Marines) but sold it in 1790 and
decided to go to the Scottish Borders.
He persuaded a young woman who he
scarcely knew,Anna Maria Oliver, to sail
with him and they made their home at
Berwick-upon-Tweed where their first
son, Thomas, was born in 1792. After
living briefly at Tillmouth, near Cold-
stream, the family moved to Ednam,
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near Kelso where Henry Francis was
born in 1793.A third brother, George
was born in 1795.

By the end of the decade, Captain Lyte
was campaigning again and was garri-
soned in western Ireland, defending the
realm against a possible French invasion.
His family joined him but Thomas Lyte
clearly had a roving eye and Anna Maria
soon left for England with her young-
est son. Some accounts say that both
mother and son died shortly afterwards
though it is now recorded that Thomas
died in 1820 and that Anna Maria died
in Yorkshire in the 1830s.

Meanwhile in 1802, Thomas Lyte
married an lIrish girl, Eliza Naghten
(whether or not this was bigamous is
not clear) and moved to Jersey.The two
older boys were sent to the Portora
Royal School as boarders. Thomas was
not academic and was sent to join his
father in Jersey.Henry Francis remained
at Enniskillen, apparently believing him-
self to be an orphan. This must have
been an extremely distressing time for
Henry Francis who was aged about |0
and who had obviously been devoted
to his mother as a later poem, Dreaming
of my mother — Stay, gentle shadow of my
mother, stay demonstrates.

Henry Francis was all but adopted by
the Portora Royal’s headmaster, the
Rev Dr William Burrowes who paid
his school fees. Dr Burrowes was a fel-



low of Trinity College Dublin who had
married the daughter of the Bishop of
Down. With their three children, the
Burrowes’ family lived at the school and
Henry Francis stayed with them during
the school holidays. This profound act
of kindness must have had a consid-
erable effect on the sensitive Henry
Francis and he was obviously a model
pupil as he was awarded a sizarship to
Trinity College Dublin in 1809. This
provided accommodation in reward for
performing menial tasks. Henry Francis’
college fees were paid by Dr Burrowes
who later became Dean of Cork.

Henry Francis won the Vice-chan-
cellor’s Prize for English Verse three
times before graduating in 1814. He
was ordained deacon that year, priest
the following year at the age of 21, and
remained in Ireland, becoming curate
at St Munn’s, Taghmon, Co Wexford
(1815-1817). Lyte became hugely in-
fluenced by the Rev Abraham Swanne
(d 1816), Rector of the nearby parish
of Killurin and attended him during a
terminal illness.

After Swanne’s death, Henry Francis
settled the affairs of his friend’s widow
and attended to the parochial duties
of Killurin parish until the appointment
of a new rector. The Rev Swanne and
Lyte must have had a lot in common
as they were both ecumenically minded
at a time when religious tolerance was
at a low ebb.

Lyte left Ireland in September 1817,
seeking warmer climes, riding in Eu-
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rope to convalesce from asthma. In
1818, he found a position at the chapel
of ease in the parish of Marazion in
Cornwall. Here he met and married
Anne Maxwell, daughter of Reverend
William Maxwell of Monaghan and they
were married at Bath. Anne’s father
died shortly after, leaving them a very
welcome legacy which enabled them to
live in reasonable comfort. The legacy
enabled Lyte to pay off his debt to the
Rev DrWilliam Burrowes in full, which
gave him great satisfaction. For a short
while, the family lived in Dittisham and
Frances Henry did temporary duty at
the chapel of ease at Brixham. In 1822,
he was invited to remain at Brixham
but refused, becoming curate at Char-
leton.

He stayed at Charleton for almost two
years, before moving back to Brixham
in 1824. Lyte began by ministering in
two churches, St Mary’s Church, Brix-
ham, and the new district church of
Lower Brixham. He joined the schools
committee, and become its chairman.
He took a keen interest in the develop-
ment of education, and in addition to
conducting annual school examinations
he established the first Sunday school
in the area.

Tall, at six-foot-two tall, he was a mag-
net to the local children, of whom he
mustered more than 700 in his Sunday
School, which boasted a staff of 80. On
I3 July 1826, Lyte was instituted as the
first incumbent of All Saints Church
(the former district church), a new
parish which had been divided off from



Brixham St Mary:a post he held for the
remaining 23 years of his life.

Shortly after King George IV took the
throne he visited Brixham and was met
by Lyte and his choir. The King made
him a gift of Berryhead House,formerly
a military hospital. He was very keen on
musical worship and produced numer-
ous metrical versions of the psalms and
hymns including:‘God of mercy, God of
grace’, ‘Pleasant are Thy courts above’,
and the timeless ‘Praise my soul the
King of Heaven’.

Anne Lyte bore five children, two girls
and three boys.The first girl,named Ann
Maria Lyte after Henry Francis’ mother,
died in infancy. Their second daughter
was named Anna Maria Maxwell Lyte.

Lyte’s health was never strong and his
parochial duties, writings and tutor-
ship caused his health to deteriorate
further. His wife’s legacy allowed him
to go abroad to escape the worst of
the English winters. During his last
serious illness, he wrote his last hymn
‘Abide with me’. Before going abroad
again, he left the words and a tune of his
own composition with his family. From
Avignon he mailed home a revision
before succumbing to tuberculosis in
Nice on 20 November 1847. He was
buried in the English Cemetery of the
Holy Trinity Church, in Nice.

When the news of his death reached
Brixham the fishermen asked Lyte’s
son-in-law, who was curate in Brixham,
to hold a memorial service and at
that service ‘Abide with me’ was sung

for the first time to the original tune
composed by Lyte.

The hymn was originally published in
pamphlet form and then in The Remains
of the Late Rev. Henry Francis Lyte (1850),
edited by his daughter Anna Maria
Maxwell Hogg. The full hymn follows
but most hymnals omit stanzas 3-5 and
some 2-5.

|.Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;

The darkness deepens; Lord with me
abide.

When other helpers fail and comforts
flee,

Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little
day;
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass
away;
Change and decay in all around | see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with
me.

3. Not a brief glance | beg, a passing
word;
But as Thou dwell’st with Thy disciples,
Lord,
Familiar, condescending, patient, free.
Come not to sojourn, but abide with me.

4. Come not in terrors, as the King of
kings,

But kind and good, with healing in Thy
wings,

Tears for all woes, a heart for every

plea —

Come, Friend of sinners, and thus bide

with me.



5.Thou on my head in early youth didst
smile;
And, though rebellious and perverse
meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as | left Thee,
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me.

6. | need Thy presence every passing

hour.

What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-

er’s power?

Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can
be?

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide

with me.

7.1 fear no foe, with Thee at hand to
bless;
llls have no weight, and tears no bitter-
ness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy
victory?
| triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

8. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing
eyes;
Shine through the gloom and point me
to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s
vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

At a glance, this is an evening hymn,
based upon Luke 24:29 (the road to
Emmaus): ‘But they constrained him,
saying, Abide with us: for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent! Of
course, it is far more than that, using the
analogy of evening being the twilight of
life. | have gone into some length into
Lyte’s biography which makes the hymn
more poignant, especially since he was
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dying of consumption when he wrote
the words.

There is additional theology. For exam-
ple, the penultimate stanza is a refer-
ence to | Corinthians 15: 55:‘O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory? and the last to the Song
of Soloman 2:17:‘Until the day breaks
and the shadows flee away’ But much
of the hymn is very personal. Take, for
example, the ‘lost’ fifth stanza where he
reflects positively upon his early life and
not of his abandonment.

The hymn surfaced in the USA in 1855
and was included in the first edition of
Hymns,Ancient and Modern in 1861.The
A&M did not use Lyte’s own tune Abide
with me but instead used a tune Eventide,
composed by its Musical Editor William
Henry Monk (1823-1889).

There are differing accounts of how this
came about. It is said that Monk penned
the tune in 10 minutes following an
A&M committee meeting though his
widow reportedly related two slightly
different accounts: (i) ‘Hand in hand we
were silently watching the glory of the
setting sun until the golden hue had
faded ...then he took paper and pencil-
led the tune that has gone all over the
world. (i) “This tune was written at a
time of great sorrow — when together
we watched, as we did daily, the glories
of the setting sun.As the last golden ray
faded, he took some paper and pencil-
led that tune which has gone all over
the earth!

William Monk was born in London



though little is known of his childhood.
By the age of 18, he was the organist at
St. Peter’s Eaton Square, moving on to
more influential positions every couple
of years. In 1847, he was appointed
choirmaster at King’s College and or-
ganist two years later. In 1852 he was
appointed as organist and choirmaster
at St. Mathias’ church Stoke Newington
where he introduced many changes
as well as arranging hymns and com-
posing new melodies. In 1857, Monk
was appointed to the committee of
the A&M and supplied several of his
own tunes. In 1874, he was appointed
professor of vocal studies at King’s and
subsequently at the National Training
School for Music (1876) and Bedford
College (1878).

Monk’s contribution to church music
was considerable. It was the A&M
that firmly wedded many tunes to
hymns — before that time organists or
congregations picked their own tunes.
The downside was that because of the
conformity, many tunes were lost as
there were various traditions around
the country. The tunes selected were,
almost without exception, set some-
what sedately in four-part harmony and
to modern ears, many were unbearably
sentimental. Notwithstanding, the best
have stood the test of time,none more
so than Eventide.

The singing of ‘Abide with me’ has been
part of FA Cup Final tradition since
1927.This was the fifth final at the ‘new’
Wembley Stadium, the teams being Ar-
senal and Cardiff City.This was the year

community singing was included and
because ‘Abide with me’ was known
to be one of the favourite hymns of
King GeorgeV and Queen Mary, it was
included on the songsheet.

Apart from the missing three stanzas,
‘Abide with me’ has withstood the
onslaught of hymnal editors to tweak
the words for reasons of doctrine or
political correctness and remains as
first published. Not unexpectedly, an
analysis of hymns sung at the funerals
of American dignitaries during the 20th
century put the hymn right at the top.
There is nowadays a trend to view
funerals as celebrations of a life so
the popularity of the hymn at funerals
may have diminished somewhat. Nev-
ertheless, when an occasion requires
solemnity, then ‘Abide with me’ remains
a hymn of choice.

There is a sad postscript to Lyte’s story.
He was unaware of his mother’s frantic
attempts to reestablish contact with
him. She wrote pleading to Captain Lyte
in Jersey for information about her son.
Captain Lyte, who apparently fathered
eight further children and whose re-
lationship with Henry Francis became
something akin to uncle and nephew,
refused to inform her.

The oug Rev HF yte, the older Rev HF
Lyte and Dr WH Monk.




Caption Competition

A bottle of wine will be prize for the best caption to the photograph

below. Please give your entry to either the Editor, Deputy Editor or any
of the church wardens by Sunday 19th July.
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