








Calendar for December

Mon Ist

Tues 2nd
Thurs 4th

Sat 6th

Sun 7th

Thurs 9th
Sun l4th

Thurs 18th
Sun 2lst

Tue 23rd

Wed 24th

Thurs 25th

Fri 26th

Sat 27th

Sun 28th

St.Andrew, Apostle

11.00am  Holy Eucharist

10.00 am  Julian Meditation Group — Stella Maris
10.00 am  Guild of St. Raphael Meeting
11.00am  Eucharist with ministry of healing

Town Christmas Parade with participation by
Cytiin member churches’ children

Second Sunday of Advent
Services at the usual times
7.30 pm MU Advent Quiet Evening

Third Sunday of Advent
Services at the usual times
7.00 pm Hospices’ Carol Service at Holy Trinity

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Morning services at the usual times

3.00 pm Carols by candlelight at St.Tudno’s (#1)
5.00 pm Carols by candlelight at St.Tudno’s (#2)
No Evening Prayer at Holy Trinity
7.30 pm ‘O come, O come Emmanuel’ — a short time of

preparation for Christmas
Christmas Eve

11.00am  Holy Eucharist

5.00 pm Crib Service (collection for Christian Aid)
11.30 pm  Midnight Mass

Christmas Day — the Nativity of Our Lord

8.00 am Holy Eucharist with carols

10.30am  Holy Eucharist with carols

St. Stephen, the first martyr
11.00am  Holy Eucharist
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
11.00am  Bilingual Eucharist

First Sunday after Christmas
Morning services at the usual times
No Evening Prayer.
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Mon 29th Holy Innocents’

11.00 am
Wed 31lst

January 2009

Holy Eucharist
Services at the usual times

Thurs Ist Naming of Jesus (New Year’s Day)

11.00am  Holy Eucharist
Fri 2nd & Services at the usual times
Sat 3rd
Sun 4th Epiphany Sunday

Services at the usual times.

Attendance Figures for October

Sunday 5th
Trinity 20
Harvest Thanksgiving

Sunday |2th

Trinity 21

Saturday 18th
St. Luke, Evangelist

Total of Weekday Eucharists 1-4 October

8.00 am Holy Eucharist

10.30 am Family Eucharist

5.00 pm Evensong

Total of Other Weekday Eucharists

8.00 am Holy Eucharist

10.30 am Choral Matins
Shortened Eucharist

5.00 pm Evensong

6.00 pm Exploring Worship

[1.00 am Bilingual Eucharist

Total of Other Weekday Eucharists

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Total of Other Weekday Eucharists

Sunday 19th 8.00 am
Trinity 22 10.30 am
5.00 am
Sunday 27th 8.00 pm
Last Sunday after Trinity 10.30 am
5.00 pm
Monday 28th [1.00 am

SS Simon and Jude, Apostles

Holy Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Eucharist

Total of Other Weekday Eucharists

25
18
89
31

23
75
26

50

27

27
85
10
35

14
117
10

21




Cytun Conference on Climate Change

The Conference took place in Lland-
udno Town Hall on 12 November and
the speaker was Sir John Houghton
FRS CBE. The Town Hall was full for
the meeting and Fr.John introduced Sir
John as an eminent scientist who has
held various important posts including
professor in atmospheric physics at the
University of Oxford and chief execu-
tive at the Met Office, who speaks from
a Christian perspective and who is a
founder member of the International
Society for Science and Religion.

Sir John presented the evidence for
global warming and described some of
the effects which could be expected
during the 2Ist century if little or no
action is taken. He then discussed what
is required to stabilise the climate at a
sustainable level and suggested what
should be our response as Christians.

| have summarised the main points from
Sir John’s presentation but if anyone
would like to read about this in more
detail, | have a copy of a very readable
paper which Sir John made available at
the meeting and you are welcome to
borrow it.

How good is the evidence for glo-
bal warming?

Assessment of the evidence for cli-
mate change been performed by the
Intergovernmental Panel On Climate
Change (IPCC) and Sir John was
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chairman or cochairman of the IPCC’s
scientific assessment for 14 years.The
assessment has involved thousands of
scientists from many countries and the
findings have been endorsed by the
Academies of Science of the world’s | |
most important countries. Despite the
overwhelming scientific evidence for
global warming as a result of man’s ac-
tivities, there are vested interest groups
which have been running a misinforma-
tion campaign, suggesting that there is
no need to take any action.

What are the facts?

Atmospheric temperature and carbon
dioxide concentration have varied
naturally over the last 160,000 years.

The global rise in temperature during
the 20th century was well outside the
range of known natural variability.

Since the beginning of the industrial
revolution at about 1750, the concen-
tration in the atmosphere of carbon
dioxide (one of the most important
“greenhouse gases”) has risen by 40%
and is now at a higher concentration
in the atmosphere than it has been for
millions of years. It has been shown
that this is largely due to the burning
of fossil fuels — coal, oil and gas.

What are the likely effects?

If no action is taken to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions, the concentration



in the atmosphere will rise during the
2|st century to two or three times its
pre-industrial level, increasing global
warming.

The global average temperature could
rise by 2 to 6°C during the 2| st century,
depending upon what action is taken.
These are large changes, occurring very
rapidly and the rate of change will be
difficult for human communities and
ecosystems to adapt to.

A 2°C rise in global average tempera-
ture could resultin 15 —40 % of species
facing extinction.

As the climate changes, dry regions
are likely become drier but rainfall in
wet areas could become more intense,
while sea levels will rise.

Floods and droughts (which are on
average the most devastating of the
world’s disasters) are likely to increase
in frequency and intensity and the ef-
fects of these and rising sea levels could
displace millions of people throughout
the world.

What should be done?

Different governments or reviews have
suggested different targets for reduc-
tions in carbon dioxide emissions.The
following example indicates what could
be required to reduce emissions suf-
ficiently to stabilize the global average
temperature at a “sustainable” 2°C or
less above the preindustrial tempera-
ture.
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2015 — there should be no further
increase in global carbon dioxide
emissions after this date, deforestation
should be reduced and ‘carbon capture’
increased (e.g. by preventing carbon
dioxide produced by coal-fired power
stations from being released into the
atmosphere).

2030 — deforestation should be halted
by this time, 90 % of electricity should
be produced from carbon-free sources

and global energy use in buildings
should be reduced by 50 %.

2050 — by this time global energy emis-
sions would need to be less than 50 %
of the 1990 levels and surface transport
(cars, trains, ships, etc) would need to
be more than 90 % carbon-free.

How can this be achieved?

A combination of increased ener-
gy efficiency and alternative energy
sources is required, while a change
from deforestation to reforestation is
also necessary. Examples of increased
efficiency are better insulation in build-
ings, increased mpg for cars and carbon
capture in power stations. Important
sources of carbon-free energy are
solar, wind and nuclear power, while
tidal or wave power should also be
developed. Growing crops for fuel
production needs to managed carefully
so that it does not compete with food
production (or use more energy than
it produces) but producing energy from
agricultural waste could supply 10 % of
the world’s energy needs.



What should be the Christian
response?

The developed countries are the great-
est producers of carbon dioxide and
have already benefited from 250 years
of burning fossil fuels to grow their
economies and thus have a moral im-
perative to help poor countries.Sir John
urged that greater sharing of resources,
knowledge and skills is required and in
his paper cites some Biblical references
to sharing (Luke 3 vI;Luke 12 v33;Acts
4 v32; 2 Cor 8 vvlI3-15). Individually,
everybody can do something such as
ensuring that our homes, appliances or
cars are as energy efficient as possible,
creating as little waste as possible and
recycling more and Sir John illustrated
this by quoting Edmund Burke, a British
MP of 200 years ago, ‘No one made a

greater mistake than he who did noth-
ing because he could do so little’

Sir John ends his paper with the follow-
ing words.“An unmistakable challenge
is presented to the world wide Chris-
tian church to take on the God-given
responsibility for caring for creation.
It provides an unprecedented mission
opportunity for Christians to take a
lead and demonstrate love for God
the world’s creator and redeemer and
love for our neighbours wherever they
may be — remembering the words of
Jesus, ‘From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded’
(Luke 12 v48).” (John Houghton, 2007,
Global warming, climate change and
sustainability, The John Ray Initiative
Briefing Paper 14)

Christine Jones

The Holly and the lvy

The holly and the ivy,
When they are both full grown
Of all the trees that are in the wood
The holly bears the crown.

This popular carol goes on to describe
the characteristics of the holly but the
ivy of the title does not get another
mention unless the first verse is repeat-
ed at the end. However the implication
is there that the ivy, like the holly, is a
tree when it is “full grown”.

For those familiar with only the climb-
ing or trailing form of ivy (so useful for
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Christmas flower arrangements!), it
may be difficult to picture it as a tree
in its own right. The climbing or trailing
form is the juvenile, or vegetative, stage
of development and ivy does not start
to become tree-like until it reaches the
mature, or reproductive stage. At the
reproductive stage, the plant begins to
branch in a more “bushy” fashion, the
leaf shape changes from the typical ivy-
leaf to a simpler shape of a pointed oval
and the plant begins to flower.

The rounded heads (“umbels”) of small
green flowers appear about September



and are followed by small black fruits
and the flowers provide a late season
source of pollen and nectar for insects
such as bumblebees.

The mechanism for the change from
vegetative to reproductive growth is
not fully understood but there are sug-
gestions that the growing point of the
plant needs to receive a certain amount
of sunlight or to be a certain distance
from the roots and the chemicals which
they produce.Whatever the reason for
the change, once ivy has reached the
reproductive stage it can continue to
develop into a bush or small tree, ap-
parently independent of its original sup-
port, and cuttings taken from mature
ivy will develop as mature plants.

Many trees change their structure as
they mature, producing more numer-
ous, shorter branches, while various
herbaceous plants have quite different
leaves on the vegetative plants and the
flowering stems but ivy is the most
extreme example of these difference
amongst British native plants. lvy is not
unique in its change of form and New
Zealand is particularly rich in trees with
distinct juvenile and mature stages.

If you are fortunate enough to have
some mature ivy in your garden, do
tell the flower arrangers, as the bushy
form, particularly with berries, can add
its own beauty to those Christmas ar-
rangements.

Christine Jones

Ivy (Hedera helix) at the reproductive stage, with oval leaves and umbels of developing
flowers and fruits.



Great Hymns — Hark the Herald

The hymn for December is Charles
Wesley’s ‘Hark! the herald angels sing’.
Of all the Christmas hymns, it’s arguably
the greatest even though it has meta-
morphosed rather more than most.

In its original form, the hymn was
written in ten four-line stanzas and
published in Hymns and Sacred Poem:s,
by John and Charles Wesley in 1739.

I. Hark, how all the welkin rings,
‘Glory to the King of kings;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconcild!’

2. Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
Universal nature say,
‘Christ the Lord is born to-day!’

3. Christ, by highest Heaven adord,
Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb!

4.Veild in flesh, the Godhead see,
Hail th’ incarnate Deity!
Pleasd as man with men to appear,
Jesus, our Immanuel here!

5. Hail, the heavenly Prince of Peace,
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.

6. Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die;
Born to raise the sons of earth;
Born to give them second birth.
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7. Come, desire of nations, come,
Fix in us thy humble home;
Rise, the woman’s conquering seed,
Bruise in us the serpent’s head.

8. Now display thy saving power,
Ruind nature now restore;
Now in mystic union join

Thine to ours, and ours to thine.

9.Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface,
Stamp thy image in its place.
Second Adam from above,
Reinstate us in thy love.

1 0. Let us thee, though lost, regain,
Thee, the life, the inner man:
O, to all thyself impart,
Formd in each believing heart.

The word ‘welkin’ is archaic and may
have been becoming into disuse when
the hymn was published. The ‘welkin’
incorporates the sky and the vault
of Heaven: ‘the abode of the Deity’
according to the Oxford English Dic-
tionary. This is much in keeping with
Luke’s vision of the ‘multitude of the
heavenly host!

Wesley was quite happy to appropriate
words and ideas from popular secular
culture.‘Love divine all loves excelling’,
for example, was based upon Dryden’s
very secular poem ‘Fairest Isle all isles
excelling’. In this instance, Wesley
might have been influenced by William
Somerville’s 1759 poem The Chase:‘The
Welkin rings, Men, Dogs, Hills, Rocks,



andWoods/ In the full Consort join. Is
this not the ‘Universal Nature’ referred
to in stanza 2 line 4?

Collections of hymns were not pub-
lished with tunes and it was very much
up to individual churches and congrega-
tions to select a suitable tune.Whether
or not Charles Wesley had a tune in
mind is a matter of some debate but
he did write several hymns for various
festivals (Christmas Day, the Epiphany,
Easter Day, Ascension Day and Whit
Sunday) in 7.7.7.7 time. There are ref-
erences to the hymn being sung to the
tune Easter Hymn (but what about the
Alleluias?) and others that the hymn
was sung in a dignified fashion to a fairly
sedate tune.

Although Wesley tinkered with the
wording in 1743, the change of the
first two lines to the first stanza was
made by George Whitfield in his Col-
lection of Hymns for Social Worship of
1753. Whitfield also omitted the last
four stanzas. Whitfield’s changes have
survived but they altered the theology
of the hymn somewhat. In the original,
the welkin glories the King of Kings,
ie God. In the later version, angels
sing their praises to Jesus.This is poor
theology as according to St. Luke,‘And
suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising
God,and saying,“Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will
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toward men”’.

There is some real theological insight
in the neglected verses. The Advent
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antiphon ‘Come, desire of nations,
come, is followed by a reference to
the Fall, with the serpent bruising the
heel of humanity and Adam bruising
its head (Genesis 3:15). Wesley clev-
erly alters the meaning, asking that the
serpent in us (sin) should be bruised
(defeated) by Christ, the second Adam,
who reinstates us as beloved sons and
daughters of God. In the restoration
of sinful humanity to a state of grace
through the incarnation of Christ, the
joining of divine and human nature is
also achieved. Consequently, that which
was lost (salvation) is gained and a new
life is granted to all believers.

Changes to lines three and four of the
original second stanza are from Mar-
tin Madan’s A Collection of Psalms and

Hymns extracted from Various Authors
in 1760.

Charles Wesley was apparently furious
that others had presumed to change his
words to suit their own ends but it was
left to his brother John to go to print.
In the preface to the 1770 edition of
Hymns and Sacred Poems he said,‘Many
gentlemen have done my brother and
me (though without naming us) the
honour to reprint many of our Hymns.
Now they are perfectly welcome to do
so, provided they print them just as they
are.But | desire they would not attempt
to mend either the sense or the verse.
Therefore, | must beg of them one of
these two favours; either to let them
stand just as they are, to take them for
better or worse; or to add the true
reading in the margin, or at the bottom



of the page; that we may no longer be
accountable for the nonsense or for
the doggerel of other men’

The tune to which we now sing ‘Hark!
The herald’ was written by Jewish
Catholic convert Felix Mendelssohn in
1840.As one of the foremost compos-
ers of the 19th century, Mendelssohn
needs little introduction.The tune was
written as a chorus to commemorate
the 400th anniversary of Gutenberg’s
printing press.

Mendelssohn believed the tune unsuit-
able for church use:‘If the right words
are hit at, | am sure that the piece
will be liked very much by the sing-
ers and the listeners, but it will never
do to sacred works. There must be a
national and merry subject found out,

something to which the soldierlike and
buxom motion of the piece has some
relation’

In order to make the words fit the
music, stanza pairs had to be joined
and a two-line refrain added.The tune
was thus adapted by WH Cummings,
the organist of Waltham Abbey and the
hymn with the tune was first published
together in Richard R Chope’s Congre-
gational Hymn andTune Book in 1857 and
became firmly wedded in Hymns Ancient
and Modern in 1861 which named the
tune Mendelssohn.

Over the next 20 years, the hymn
became so established that few main-
stream hymnal editors have dared to
alter it. The words ‘welkin rings’ were
reintroduced in the 1904 edition of the
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This page from an American Sunday school hymn book of the 1860s is typical of how the
hymn was evolving out of control before the tune Mendelssohn and three eight line stanzas
with refrain became the standard. In this example, the last five of the original ten stanzas
have been dropped and the lines in the fifth stanza have been completely reversed, presumably

to conclude with a more dramatic effect.
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A&M and caused an outcry. The English
Hymnal of 1906 had it both ways by
printing the three-stanza modern ver-
sion (with an additional stanza formed
from the original seventh and eight
stanzas, asterisked) and the original
version set to the tune Dent Dale, based
upon the Scottish song Tarry Woo'.
Ralph Vaughan Williams arranged the
tune for the EH but whether it was
used earlier in this context | have been
unable to ascertain.

Over the years, there have been nu-
merous versions of this hymn printed.
Some have switched lines in the stanzas;
others have set the original or revised
words to long-lost or obscure tunes
too numerous to mention. Wesleyan
purists still sing the original words, ei-
ther to Mendelssohn with the last two
lines of each (even) stanza repeated,
Dent Dale, or specially-written modern
compositions.

Mendelssohn of course gets a great deal
of attention with various arrangements
and descants, notably those by Sir David
Willcocks, first performed by the choir
of King’s College, Cambridge.

So it is with considerable irony that
one of our greatest hymns, with words
attributed to one of our greatest hymn-
writers, who would probably describe
them as part-doggerel and in any event,
required them to be sung solemnly, is
gloriously set to a rousing tune consid-
ered by its composer as being unsuit-
able for sacred use.

The following three stanzas are as the

hymn normally appears today:

I. Hark, the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King,
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Hark, the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail, the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace:
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness.
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

Charles Wesley and Felix Mendelssohn.





