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in The Hymnal Companion to the Book 
of Common Prayer, third edition, [1890 
- above, top]). 

Sunday Schools demand simple consist-
ent tunes and the breakthrough came 
in 1885. The first verse was given a dif-
ferent melody to the others and was 
used as an introduction and a refrain. 
It appeared in The Home Hymn Book - a 
‘Manual of Sacred Song for the Family 
Circle.’ The tune was All things bright 
(and beautiful), the simpler of the two 
tunes used today, by William Henry 
Monk, the former Musical Editor of 
Hymns, Ancient and Modern. This version 
appeared in in 1889 supplement to the 
second edition of the A&M.

A major problem was the infamous 
third stanza. To some, this was seen as 
heresy and bad theology arguing that 
God made all equally and that poverty 
is a result of evil. To be fair, the comma 
between ‘them’ and ‘high’ implies that 

God made all men, whatever their 
status. 

The Companion to Hymns, Ancient & 
Modern addressed the matter thus: 
‘This hymn will always appeal to the 
hearts of the young; stanza 3 is quaint 
and objected to by some in modern 
days, who long for equality as dull as it 
would be unhappy.’

The Church Hymnary (Church of Scot-
land, 1902) dropped the troublesome 
third stanza and created a version with 
three eight-line stanzas (76 76 D) with 
no refrain. The tune was God in Nature 
by Sir John Stainer, the musical editor. 
He used a similar device as Ouseley had 
made to force the first and third lines of 
the first stanza to fit the tune (above).

The New Edition of the A&M, 1904 
retained Monk’s tune, kept the offend-
ing stanza, and dropped the penultimate 
stanza. The English Hymnal of 1906 

Two similar and ultimately unsuccessful attempts to make the original hymn singable by 
Sir Frederick Ouseley and his most famous student, Sir John Stainer. 
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dropped the third stanza and printed 
a tune with a double stanza (76 76 D) 
and refrai called Greystone (aka Danish 
Tune, All Things), adapted from a tradi-
tional Danish folk melody and arranged 
by WR Waghorne for the 1904/1905 
Songs for Little People. Since Monk’s tune 
had become the copyright of the A&M, 
it is possible that permission to use it 
was denied.

As an avid collector of folk songs, it 
could have struck RVW how similar 
Monk’s tune was to a traditional tune 
from Reformation times that became 
known as Royal Oak. In the event, 
Monk’s tune remained the de facto tune 
for the hymn until an arrangement by 
Martin F Shaw (1875-1958) of Royal 
Oak was printed to the words in Song 
Time (1915) - ‘a book of rhymes, songs, 
games, hymns and other music for all 
occasions in a child’s life.’

Songs of Praise (1925), edited by Shaw 
and RVW used Royal Oak as did the 
second edition of the EH (1932). Since 
then, most hymnals have offered both 
Monk’s tune and Shaw’s tune. 

The hymn has changed little though 
some hymnals have made very minor 
amendments. The fifth (tall trees) stanza 
is sometimes also omitted as the scene 
is not very representative of modern 
living. A Canadian hymnal added this 
stanza:

The rocky mountain splendour,
The lone wolf ’s haunting call

The great lakes and the prairies,
The forest in the fall

There are some who find the hymn 
somewhat irritating and it remains at-
tacked to this day, often citing the third 
stanza which has almost universally 
been dropped for over a century. Ap-
parently, the London Education Author-
ity banned the stanza in 1982!

In October 1850 Frances Humphreys 
married the Rev William Alexander in 
Strabane Church. William, the son of 
a clergyman, had been born in Lon-
donderry and educated at Tonbridge 
School and Oxford. Also a poet, he had 
been a curate at St Columb’s Cathedral, 
Londonderry and was six years her 
junior.

The tune ‘Greystone’ was offered in the first edition of the English Hymnal.
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William served in the parishes of Ter-
monamongan, Fahan and Strabane in 
the diocese of Derry and Raphoe. He 
was elected bishop in 1867. Thereafter, 
William, Frances and their four children 
lived in the Bishop’s Palace.

Frances continued her life of poetry-
writing, and charitable works as well as 
being the dutiful wife of an influential 
churchman. Though privileged, she was 
of a humble disposition and disliked 
praise and flattery. She was much in-
volved with the Derry Home for Fallen 
Women and with the development 
of a district nurses’ service. She was 
described as an indefatigable visitor to 
the poor and the sick. 

Her poetry and hymn-writing had 
graduated from the nursery. She wrote 
a hymn objecting to the disestablish-
ment of the Church of Ireland, some-
thing that she and William were much 
opposed to, but perhaps her best work 

was her English versification of St. 
Patrick’s Breastplate.

She died in Londonderry, in 1895 and 
was buried in Londonderry City Cem-
etery. The following year, her husband 
William was appointed as Archbishop 
of Armagh and Primate of All-Ireland.

William Alexander retired in 1911 and 
moved to Torquay where he died the 
same year. He was buried next to his 
wife in Londonderry City Cemetery. 
The stone white cross that marks 
their grave was restored in 2006 by the 
Friends of St. Columb’s Cathedral.

All things bright (Monk) and Royal Oak are the tunes commonly used today. Also popular 
is a modern arrangement for choirs by John Rutter.

Cecil Frances Alexander, William Henry 
Monk, Martin Shaw.
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SOLVE the cryptic clues OR the Sudoku puzzle on this page. Complete the form, 
detach page and hand into an editor or warden. Correct solutions for this and 
subsequent months in 2010 will be entered into a prize draw at Christmas.

Religious Cryptics (thanks and courtesy Barbara Cartwright)

1. Direction Queen follows to festival. (6)
2. Religious leader, docking tail from burrowing animal. (5)
3. First woman, discovered in the vestry. (3)
4. A new tenor made for the cathedral. (5,4)
5. The cod I see re-arranged under the Bishop’s jurisdiction. (7)
6. Go before the New Testament as an example. (9)
7. Right note for a keen musician. (5)
8. Lark or choirboy? (8)
9. Name applied to Jesus in various form. (7)
10. Ethics spoken in a manuscript. (6)

Put your cryptic solutions belowSUDOKU
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